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Did heaven know it could not hold Him


nor on earth He would remain? 

Did heaven and earth tremble


knowing He came to reign?

But why then, why that place


and how did a stable suffice,

to hold my Lord, Emmanuel


Jesus Christ?

Did He come in mid winter?


Did frosty winds moan?

Did the earth greet Him stiff as death?


Was the water hard like stone?

Had the sky fallen


as frozen snow

in that bleak world

 
oh so long ago?

Was it not enough for Cherubim


to praise Him all the day,

that now, He longs for milk


and His throne, a manger of hay?

Was it not enough for angels


to fall down before,

so that now ox and camel


bow to Him, and adore?

Did the angels know 


they should gather there?

Or, were they led by that 


star in the air?

Heaven couldn't hold Him, but his mother,


in wonder and in bliss,

now holds Him


and worships with her kiss.

What shall I give Him


being poor as I am?

Heaven couldn't hold Him


and I am but a lowly lamb.

I have no money, nor wisdom 


only these gifts, that He gave to me.

So I give Him all that I've held back. 


I give Him my heart, that He might set it free.
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